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REPORT ON QUESTIONNAIRES SENT TO TEACHERS 

OF THE SCANDINAVIAN LANGUAGES IN HIGH 

SCHOOLS 

It is now nearly seven years since the study of the Scandin- 
avian languages was introduced into the public high schools of 
this country. Since that time the work has grown and expanded, 
but to what extent and how it has developed has been the concern 
of no particular public school officials nor educational bureaus. 
At various times this Society, especially through a former com- 
mittee under the chairmanship of Professor A. A. Stomberg, has 
made a general survey of the progress of the work, but no attempt 
has been made to organize it systematically and to make it a 
unit of strength so that one teacher might profit from the exper- 
iences of another. Last year the Society, at its annual meeting 
in Madison, Wisconsin, instituted the office of Educational Secre- 
tary. The meeting gave the incumbent of this office the priv- 
ilege of appointing persons to assist in the conduct of the work. 
In conference with the President and the Secretary-Treasurer, 
the Educational Secretary subsequently chose the following for 
the purpose just mentioned: Dr. J. N. Lenker and Miss Ebba 
Norman of MinneapoUs, and Mr. O. E. Abrahamson of St. Paul. 
With the assistance of these and with the co-operation of the four 
District Secretaries, as much information as possible was gathered 
for a beginning of systematic work along the lines of the duties 
of the office. Two questionnaires were prepared and sent out. 
The first pertained to data and various phases of the work in 
public high schools throughout the country. The second was a 
file-record card asking for the names of the teachers and informa- 
tion concerning their preparation and qualifications for teaching 
the Scandinavian languages. Of the questionnaires 168 copies 
were sent out; there were 73 replies. 

The information thus gathered shows, among other things, 
the following enrollment for the school year 1916-17: 
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NORSE 



STATE 


NO. OF SCHOOLS 


FIRST SEM. 


SECOND SEM. 


Illinois 


1 


134 


150 


Iowa 


2 


26 


25 


Minnesota 


25 


723 


771 


North Dakota 


11 


360 


352 


South Dakota 


1 


20 


20 


Washington 


1 


20 


20 


Wisconsin 


2 


41 


42 


Total 


43 
SWEDISH 


1324 


1380 


Illinois 


5 


164 


179 


Minnesota 


13 


714 


714 


Nebraska 


2 


26 


25 



Total 



20 



904 



918 



Combined totals of Norse and Swedish: 8 states; 63 schools; 
2228 enrolled First Semester, 2298, Second Semester. 

In the teachers' registry there are on file the names of 71 
teachers as follows: Norse, 47; Swedish, 24. 

None of these sets of statistics is even nearly complete. It is 
definitely known that many places to which questionnaires were 
sent have classes in one or both languages; returning question- 
naires, reports of book sales by the Scandinavian publishing 
houses, and reports of State Examiners prove this. The present 
incompleteness of our records is thus due to failure on the part 
of the superintendents of many schools to reply to the enquiries. 

MINNESOTA 

Minnesota still leads; several schools have been added to the 
Ust during the present school-year, for instance, Belgrade, Glen- 
wood, Lake Park, Pelican Rapids. Others are contemplating 
the introduction of the Scandinavian languages in the fall. 

In Duluth the work has been discontinued; this seems to be 
due partly to unfriendly attitude toward the study on the part of 
authorities, partly to lack of active interest on the part of the 
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public concerned. At Bagley, Norse was not offered for the 
Second Semester because the teacher was needed for other sub- 
jects. Those actively interested should see to it that this need 
is adjusted, so that the foothold already gained may not be lost. 
Where the study of the Scandinavian languages has once been 
introduced, it is vital that every effort for its retention be made. 
A subject of this kind, once withdrawn, is not likely to be intro- 
duced again. At Red Wing, Swedish was not offered during the 
Second Semester of this year. This was due to building condi- 
tions. Miss Edna Nelson, the teacher of Swedish, writes: "Our 
Swedish class was discontinued the second semester of this year, 
as building operations are going on here; the seventh grade has 
only one session and their program conflicted with my high school 
program. . . . Next year we hope to introduce Swedish into 
our Junior High School course." 

Last January the first class in Norse in any junior high school, 
as far as is known, was begun in MinneapoUs at the Seward Junior 
High School, with Miss Dagny Nissen as the instructor and with 
eleven pupils as the initial enrollment. There should certainly 
be room for similar classes in Swedish in a community with such 
a large Swedish population as there is in Minneapolis. 

Enquiries concerning courses of study, text-books, and avail- 
able teachers have come from several places where the introduction 
of courses in the Scandinavian languages is contemplated for next 
year. In the next number of Scandinavian Studies and Notes 
will be published courses of study for both Norse and Swedish; 
these will serve as a guide to teachers beginning the work. The 
superintendent of the Erskine ConsoUdated Schools writes: "We 
are planning to introduce Norse next year and shall be very thank- 
ful for any and all suggestions given." 
NORTH DAKOTA 

North Dakota is rapidly forging to the front. Its State PubUc 
Examiner gives the names of no less than 39 schools calling for 
Norse during the year 1916. The number of students is not large 
in most of these places, but the work is pushed with vim and vigor. 
From Maddock, where there are only two pupils in the high school 
taking Norse, the teacher reports: "The high school is new here. 
It is, however, growing rapidly. I believe every pupil will elect 
Norse next year. So far it has been taught only in the third and 
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fourth years. I should like to experiment with it in the grades 
next year." 

In North Dakota, Fessenden, Leeds, and Mayville have intro- 
duced Norse this year. This state, being decidedly Norwegian, 
has, as far as can be ascertained, no schools offering Swedish. 

SOUTH DAKOTA 

South Dakota is a new state in our ranks. I cite from a letter 
by Professor T. B. Thompson of the University of South Dakota: 
"The only high school in the state that offers work in the Scan- 
dinavian languages at present is Lake Preston. However, senti- 
ment is growing, I think, in favor of teaching the Scandinavian 
languages in any graded or high school where the majority of the 
district favors it. A bill which I sent to the legislature this year died 
in committee. A similar bill was presented by President Ordal 
of Sioux Falls Normal School. Next time we hope they will fare 
better. We passed a motion in the University Faculty some months 
ago to accept Scandinavian taught in our high schools on a par 
with German and French." 

ILLINOIS AND WISCONSIN 

Neither of these states seems to have introduced either of the 
languages into any school during the past year, but the enroll- 
ment in Illinois is greatly increased. In Wisconsin there should 
be more schools offering Norse since there is a large Norwegian 
population in several of the larger cities, for instance, in La Crosse 
and Eau Claire. 

NEBRASKA 

Four schools in this state now offer Swedish, Stromsberg and 
Wakefield having introduced it at the beginning of the present 
school year. No high school in Nebraska offers Norse. 

IOWA 

Reports from Iowa come from two places. Lake Mills and 
Northwood. Decorah and Story City have had classes in Norse 
for several years, but have failed to report. Sioux City is con- 
templating the introduction of both languages in the high school. 
At present there are no classes in Swedish in the high schools of 
Iowa. 
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WASHINGTON 



Everett began the teaching of Norse in the high school last 
January with an enrollment of twenty students. As far as is 
known, it is the latest to join the ranks. 

The absence of all mention of Danish and Icelandic in this 
report is due to lack of data. The Educational Secretary will 
welcome any information given. 

The urgent need of the day is still adequate texts. This need 
is even more keenly felt just at present, when it is frequently 
difficult to get books from abroad. However, in this matter, the 
wide-awake teacher by his own initiative and ingenuity can bridge 
many a chasm. 

Libraries in the different communities should be urged to 
devote certain portions of their shelves to Scandinavian reference 
books. Library aid is one of the problems which the Educational 
Department o the Society will take up in the near future. 

It is to be hoped that teachers in the field of the Scandinavian 
languages will feel free to make known the conditions and needs 
of their respective communities, and to call upon the Educational 
Secretary for any information desired; this will be gladly given 
if it is available. Prompt response on the part of the teachers 
to enquiries from this office will greatly increase the efficiency 
of our work, and will help to make it successful. 

May, 1917. Maren Michelet, Educaiional Secretary, 

2009-27 Avenue, S., 
Minneapolis, Minn. 



